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TURKEY. 
A  VISIT  TO  MOSUL. 

BY  MISS  O.  L.  PARMELEE. 

I  have  had  a  strong  desire,  all  the  years  I  have  been  in 
Turkey,  to  see  Mosul,  that  great  city  opposite  old  Nineveh, 
sometimes  called  Nez  Nineveh.  Around  it  cluster  many  in- 
terests relating  to  the  city  itself,  and  connected  with  the  lives 
of  those  precious  missionaries  whose  graves  lie  all  unmarked 
outside  the  walls.  We  left  home  on  Saturday,  Nov.  1, 
going  eight  miles  to  the  north-west,  that  we  might  spend 
the  sabbath  and  Monday  with  the  little  flock  at  Kulluth. 
As  usual  in  the  villages,  I  found,  that,  during  the  summer, 
the  women  had  neglected  their  reading,  and  some  of  them 
even  the  sabbath  services.  In  this  land,  the  rule  for  those 
who  give  any  thought  to  the  subject  is,  "  '  Seek  ye  first  the 
kingdom  of  God 5  in  the  winter  only  :  in  the  summer,  seek 
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ye  first  the  things  of  this  world,  —  gardens  and  vineyards 
and  harvest-fields."  My  Kulluth  women  were  all  ready 
to  confess  their  failings ;  and  most  of  them  promised  from 
that  day  to  remember  that  the  winter  had  come,  and  that  it 
was  time  for  a  change. 

We  spent  the  second  sabbath  in  Hassana,  where  our 
neighbors  of  the  Persian  mission  have  a  hopeful  work. 
We  could  not  understand  a  word  of  their  language ;  yet  it 
was  good  to  worship  with  a  people  of  such  simple,  earnest 
piety,  so  free  from  any  taint  that  the  world  with  its  luxuries 
brings.  They  are  very,  very  poor,  and  dreadfully  oppressed, 
as  are  all  the  mountain  Nestorians  ;  but  they  serve  God 
with  what  they  have.  The  contribution-box  is  passed  every 
sabbath  ;  and  he  who  has  nothing  more  to  give  puts  in  an 
egg  or  a  wee  ball  of  cotton-yarn.  Oh  that  our  own  people 
had  more  of  this  spirit !  But  it  is  the  old  trouble,  —  the 
more  men  have,  the  more  they  want  to  keep  it,  and  the 
harder  it  is  to  give  up  any  of  it,  even  to  the  Lord. 

We  reached  Mosul  about  noon  of  the  thirteenth  day  from 
home,  and,  according  to  the  pleasant  Oriental  custom,  were 
met,  about  an  hour  from  the  city,  by  the  pastor  and  quite 
a  number  of  the  Protestants.  The  church  and  community 
are  quite  small  (less  than  ninety  souls  in  all,  men,  women, 
and  children) ;  but  there  was  among  them  an  amount  of 
intelligence,  refinement,  and  general  cultivation,  that  was  . 
very  pleasing  to  us  who  have  lived  so  long  with  a  ruder 
people.  We  spent  four  weeks  there,  and,  as  far  as  the 
heavy  rains  would  allow,  visited  in  their  homes,  making 
ourselves  familiar  with  their  state,  their  progress,  and 
their  needs.  One  wonder,  at  first,  that  after  all  these 
years  of  missionary  labor,  and  much  faithful  pastoral 
work,  there  is  no  more  evidence  of  growth.  A  little  closer 
observation,  however,  reveals  a  reason  for  such  a  state  of 
things,  and  makes  one  thankful,  that,  through  the  grace  of 


A  VISIT  TO  MOSUL. 


163 


God,  the  Church  has  been  able  to  hold  her  own  in  the  face 
of  such  opposition.  The  Papists  have  made  Mosul  their 
centre  of  work  for  all  this  region.  Padres  and  nuns  have 
nocked  to  the  city  in  large  numbers.  They  have  a  print- 
ing-press that  does  very  superior  work.  Free  schools  have 
been  opened,  in  which  books,  and  all  things  necessary,  are 
furnished  to  those  who  come  ;  and  the  attractions  of  em- 
broidery, music,  and  the  languages,  are  used  to  win  pupils. 
Of  course,  these  schools  are  fully  attended.  We  even  found 
some  Protestant  children  had  been  drawn  into  the  snare. 
Mosul  is  a  wealthy,  worldly  city :  fine  clothes  and  good  liv- 
ing are  a  necessity ;  and  to  lose  caste  in  good  society,  almost 
as,  dreadful  a  thing  as  in  India.  The  Papacy  walks  hand 
in  hand  with  all  these  worldly  luxuries  and  honors.  It  is 
no  wonder  that  a  large  number  of  those  who  are  fully  con- 
vinced of  gospel  truth  cannot  consent  to  yield  their  pride, 
and  love  of  the  world,  and  cast  in  their  lot  with  the  every- 
where abused  and  despised  Protestants.  These  things 
saddened  us  exceedingly ;  and  yet  we  found  much  to  en- 
courage us.  Gospel  truth  has  been  widely  scattered  ;  and  a 
large  number  need  but  the  heart-convincing  power  of  the 
Spirit  to  be  brought  into  the  community. 

One  of  our  first  rides  outside  the  city  was  to  the  solitary 
spot  where  our  missionaries  sleep  in  Jesus,  resting  from 
their  labors  in  the  noisy,  crowded  city.  So  much  indignity 
was  shown  to  the  graves,  in  the  way  of  marring  the  stones, 
that  it  was  found  necessary,  some  years  ago,  to  place  all 
the  stones  under  ground,  and  level  off  each  resting-place ; 
so  that  there  is  nothing  to  mark  the  spot  as  other  than 
common  earth.  Yet  here  lie  Dr.  Grant,  Dr.  Lobdell,  Mr. 
Hinsdale,  and  others.  I  was  inexpressibly  saddened  by  this 
visit,  although  I  could  scarcely  tell  why.  They  were  all  of 
the  blessed  dead  "  who  die  in  the  Lord ;  "  and  to  this  day 
"  their  works  do  follow  them."  I  know  that  there  is  a  strong' 
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feeling  in  the  church  at  home  that  these  precious  lives  were 
all  wasted,  or,  at  least,  that  they  might  have  been  much 
more  profitably  spent  in  some  more  favorable  climate.  I 
confess  that  a  very  little  of  that  feeling  had  found  a  place  in 
my  own  heart;  but  I  came  away  without  a  remnant  of  the 
thought  left.  It  was  easy  to  understand  why  they  were  all 
so  ready  to  spend,  and  be  spent,  even  unto  death,  if,  by  any 
means,  they  might  win  even  a  few  of  so  interesting  a  people 
to  the  service  of  the  Lord  J esus.  There  is  abundant  proof 
that  their  labors  were  not  in  vain.  To  leave  behind  them 
a  church  so  well  rooted  and  built  up  in  the  faith  of  the  writ- 
ten Word,  that  all  its  adversaries  cannot  shake  or  over- 
throw it,  is  a  monument  that  any  Christian,  or  number  of 
Christians,  might  well  covet.  Such  an  intelligent,  interest- 
ing Bible  class  as  I  attended  every  sabbath  noon  while 
there,  I  never  met  in  America ;  and  yet  no  missionary  has 
lived  among  them  for  twelve  or  thirteen  years.  This  is 
all  the  fruitage  of  that  first  sowing. 

Another  day  we  rode  across  the  Tigris,  and  spent  several 
hours  in  Nineveh,  —  noticing  the  line  of  the  old  city  wall, 
a  low  mound  on  which  husbandmen  were  ploughing,  and 
sowing  the  seed,  in  the  most  commonplace  manner ;  diving 
into  dark  caverns  from  which  Dr.  Layard  carried  away  the 
marks  of  ancient  Assyrian  grandeur,  which  so  astonish  the 
world  as  they  are  seen  in  the  British  Museum  ;  and  stand- 
ing surprised  ourselves  before  two  colossal  stones  which 
guarded  some  old  gateway,  on  which  were  carved  the  sacred 
bull  with  the  face  of  a  man,  and  the  wings  of  an  eagle. 
The  debris  of  centuries  has  been  removed  from  above  them  ; 
the  rains  have  washed  the  marble  clean ;  and  the  carving 
with  the  full  inscription  stands  out  as  distinctly  as  though 
done  yesterday.  It  was  difficult  to  believe  that  twenty-five 
centuries  had  passed  since  the  gateways  were  in  their 
glory.    Now  and  then,  time  finds  something  he  cannot 
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easily  conquer :  in  the  main  he  triumphs  wonderfully ;  and 
his  triumphs  are  destructions.  Save  for  a  few  blocks  of 
marble,  all  traces  of  Sennacherib's  glory  and  pride,  as  of 
Jonah's  more  mighty  preaching,  have  passed  away.  Nine- 
veh —  "  that  exceeding  great  city  of  three  days'  journey  ; 99 
"  the  rejoicing  city  that  dwelt  carelessly,  that  said  in 
her  heart,  'I  am,  and  there  is  none  beside  me 99  "the 
bloody  city,  full  of  lies  and  robbery,"  —  "  how  is  she  be- 
come a  desolation,  a  place  for  beasts  to  lie  down  !  99  "  Thy 
shepherds  slumber,  0  king  of  Assyria :  thy  nobles  shall 
dwell  in  the  dust :  thy  people  is  scattered  upon  the  moun- 
tains, and  no  man  gathereth  them."  God's  word  standeth 
sure :  not  one  jot  or  one  tittle  shall  fail  till  all  be  accom- 
plished. This  was  the  lesson  of  that  memorable  day ;  and 
it  comforted  our  hearts,  making  them  more  patient  to  wait 
for  the  spiritual  harvest,  which  God  has  said  shall  surely 
come  from  all  this  spiritual  sowing. 


LETTER  FROM  MRS.  TOMSON. 

In  a  recent  letter  to  our  Auxiliary  in  Xewburyport, 
Mass.,  Mrs.  Tomson  speaks  of  her  arrival  at  the  Constan- 
tinople Home  as  follows  :  — 

"  Mr.  Bliss  met  me  at  Constantinople,  and  took  me  safely 
through  the  custom-house.  A  short  ride  through  the 
Golden  Horn,  or  Harbor  at  Scutari ;  a  pleasant  ride  in  a 
cab,  instead  of  on  the  anticipated  donkey,  —  and  at  last 
we  reached  the  outer  gate  of  the  '  Home.'  There  was 
nothing  to  be  seen  from  the  street  but  a  high  stone  wall 
and  a  ponderous  wooden  door.  This  door  swurg  open  as 
Mr.  Bliss  pulled  a  little  string ;  and,  standing  in  a  porch 
at  the  end  of  a  long  gravelled  walk,  I  saw  Miss  Rappleye. 
It  was  a  real  getting  home  after  my  long  journey.  The 
cordial  welcome  I  received  from  my  associates,  and  the 
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graceful  greeting  from  the  Armenian  scholars,  each  hand- 
ing me  a  lovely  pink  rose,  made  me  feel  that  my  cup  was 
running  over  with  the  goodness  and  tender  loving-kindness 
of  the  Lord.  I  arrived  Tuesday;  and  Thursday  was 
Thanksgiving,  —  a  beautiful  day  with  these  new  missionary 
friends. 

"Miss  Rappleye  has  done  a  good  work  in  the  school 
connected  with  the  1  Home,'  —  a  missionary  work,  I  mean  ; 
although  the  intellectual  progress  of  the  girls  is  won- 
derful, and  fills  me  with  admiration.  Every  time  I  listen 
to  their  English  compositions  and  recitations,  I  think  of 
my  scholars  in  America,  who,  after  years  of  school  training, 
would  suffer  by  comparison  with  these  girls,  who,  at  the 
most,  have  had  only  two  or  three  years  of  any  mental 
training  or  discipline.  There  was  much  religious  interest 
in  the  school  just  before  vacation ;  and  we  were  all  sorry  to 
have  the  girls  go  home  for  the  Christmas  and  New  Year's 
feasts,  well  knowing  how  easy  it  is  for  serious  impressions 
to  be  dissipated.  My  heart  warms  towards  these  pretty 
girls  ;  and  I  long  for  the  time  to  come  when  I  can  visit  in 
their  homes,  and,  through  the  children,  gain  access  to  the 
parents." 


INDIA. 

WORK  AMONG  THE  WOMEN. 

The  following,  from  the  pen  of  Miss  Sisson,  is  taken 
from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Madura  Mission  for 
1873 :  — 

si  The  work  among  women  in  this  city  seems  to  me  to  be 
one  of  much  promise,  although  it  is  but  recently  that  the 
thick  veil  of  prejudice  which  hides  these  poor  heathen  wo- 
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men  from  our  missionary  ladies  has  been  lifted  at  all,  and 
although  our  work  is  still  in  its  infancy.  Female  education 
carries  with  it  much  ignominy  in  the  mind  of  the  Brahmin  ; 
and  there  is  no  doubt,  that,  in  those  households  where  the 
women  have  begun  to  learn  to  read  and  write,  they  have 
sometimes  suffered  from  the  contempt  and  petty  persecu- 
tion of  their  bigoted  friends.  Yet  new  houses  are  opening 
to  us  continually ;  and  the  need  of  a  larger  native  agency 
presses  on  all  sides.  My  own  experience  in  the  work  is 
but  limited.  Less  than  six  months  since,  I  began  to  visit 
the  women  in  their  homes,  examining  their  progress  in 
study,  and  endeavoring  to  impart  to  them  some  knowledge 
of  the  true  God,  and  the  way  of  salvation  through  Christ. 
It  is  wayside  sowing  apparently,  among  a  people  whose 
consciences  sleep  the  sleep  of  death ;  yet  I  never  return 
from  a  visit,  without  feeling  my  own  heart  encouraged  and 
warmed  in  the  work,  praising  God  that  the  Word  which 
returns  not  void  has  been  taught,  and  knowing  that  the 
Spirit  of  all  grace  shall  yet  make  the  barren  waste  to  bud 
and  blossom  as  the  rose.  Without  this  faith,  our  work 
would  indeed  be  heart-sickening.  The  apathy  of  those 
who  listen  unmoved  to  the  awful  threatenings  or  the 
glorious  promises  of  the  Word  is  not  more  discouraging 
than  the  case  of  some  whom  we  have  found,  hearing  with 
quickened  interest,  seeming  to  partially  embrace  the  truth, 
only  to  arouse  the  hostility  of  their  friends,  and  forbid  the 
entrance  of  either  Bible- woman  or  missionary  lady  to  the 
house. 

u  A  case  of  this  kind  has  moved  us  deeply.  A  young 
Brahminee,  whose  application  and  eagerness  to  learn  sur- 
passed that  of  any  other  woman  I  have  seen  in  India, 
became  interested  in  the  stories  of  the  Bible,  and  purchased 
a  copy,  making  it  her  daily  companion.  She  read  often  in 
the  Old  and  New  Testament,  anxious  —  she  said,  when 
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urged  to  read  the  New  first  —  to  ( know  it  all.'  By  its  pure 
light  she  naturally  became  disgusted  with  the  vile  histories 
of  Hindoo  gods,  and  refused  to  worship  theru  any  longer. 
She  was  allowed  by  her  husband  to  read  the  Bible,  with 
the  injunction  not  to  believe  on  Christ :  all  things  else  she 
might  accept.  'Very  bewildering/  she  said,  when  we  told 
her  there  was  salvation  in  no  other  name.  But  her  troubles 
had  only  begun ;  for  older  relatives  came,  and  Hindooism 
again  asserted  its  sway :  she  was  not  only  forbidden  to  see 
us,  but  even  to  read.  We  commend  her  to  the  prayers  of 
those  who  have  power  with  God. 

"  In  a  house  I  often  visit,  there  is  an  audience,  at  times, 
of  ten  or  more  women,  not  one  of  whom  reads,  or  cares  to 
learn;  yet  they  hear  the  Word  with  gladness.  The  head 
of  the  family,  an  aged  woman  with  hair  like  snow,  seems 
a  sincere  seeker  for  truth,  asking  many  questions,  and  show- 
ing, a  rare  thing  among  Tamil  people,  a  sense  of  sin,  and 
a  conscience  burdened  with  guilt.  She  confesses  with  grief 
that  her  efforts  to  make  herself  better  have  been  unavail- 
ing. With  a  mind  darkened  by  a  long  life  of  sin,  and 
weakened  by  age,  she  seems  to  stand  upon  the  verge  of  the 
grave,  groping  feebly  for  her  Lord,  feeling  after  him,  if 
haply  she  may  find  him.  Oh  that  the  life  and  light  and 
strength  that  are  in  Christ  may  yet  be  hers ! 


AUSTRIA. 
LETTER  FROM  MRS.  SCHAUFFLER. 

We  give  below  extracts  from  a  letter  recently  received 
from  Mrs.  Schauffler,  addressed  to  the  Woman's  Board, 
knowing  that  our  readers  will  rejoice  with  her  in  the  open- 
ing for  work  among  the  women  in  Prague. 
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"Not  long  since,  I  went  to  a  hospital  to  visit  a  young 
servant-girl,  who,  a  little  more  than  a  }7ear  ago,  knew 
nothing  of  the  gospel,  and  had  never  seen  a  Bible,  but  who 
has  since  died  a  peaceful  death,  trusting  in  Christ  alone. 
A  very  pleasant-looking  nun  was  attending  the  sick  girl ; 
and  my  heart  went  out  to  her  immediately.  With  her 
permission  I  walked  down  the  room ;  and,  as  she  accom- 
panied me,  she  asked  if  I  was  not  afraid. 

«  '  Why  ? '  I  inquired :  '  are  you  ? '  And  then  I  added, 
'  Don't  you  think  Jesus  takes  care  of  his  children  wherever 
they  go  ?  '  She  stopped  in  her  walk,  and  looked  long  and 
searchingly  at  me.  '  Does  he  not  help  you  in  your  hard 
work?'  I  asked.    Again  that  searching  look. 

"  ( What  are  you  ?  '  she  said  at  last. 

" '  A  Christian  woman,  who  wants  to  help  all  the  poor 
souls  she  can.' 

"  '  Are  you  Protestant  ? * 
"'Yes.' 

" '  Are  you  not  like  us  ? ' 

" {  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ?  '  I  asked. 

" 1  Oh/  she  replied  hesitatingly,  1  religious.' 

"'If  you  mean  that  you  wish  to  live  to  please  the 
Saviour,  who  lived  and  died  for  you,  and  to  be  guided  by 
the  light  he  has  given  in  the  Bible,  then  we  are  alike/ 
I  answered. 

"  '  The  Bible  ?  '  she  said  wonderingly. 

"  *  Yes.    Have  you  ever  read  the  Bible  ?  ' 

"  '  Yes/  she  replied  hesitatingly.    (Have  you  one  here?  ' 

"I  had  the  Gospel  of  St.  John,  which  I  had  brought 
to  the  sick  girl,  and  took  it  out  carefully.  She  seized  it, 
exclaiming,  — 

"  '  Oh,  give  it  to  me  !  Lend  it  to  me  !  May  I  read  it 
first  ?    I  will  surely  give  it  to  the  girl  ? ' 

"  '  Will  you  read  it  carefully  ? 9 
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a  '  Every  word/  she  replied;  and  she  did  so,  giving  it  to 
the  sick  girl  the  next  morning.  She  asked,  at  another  time, 
if  that  was  the  whole  Bible,  plainly  showing  her  ignorance. 
She  would  not  let  me  go  ;  but,  holding  the  door,  she  asked 
me  question  after  question,  revealing  a  hungry  soul  longing 
for  gospel  light,  of  which  not  a  single  ray  seemed  to  have 
penetrated  her  heart.  She  gave  me  her  address  and  her 
cloister  name,  begging  me  several  times  to  come  to  her 
room,  1  and  talk  more  about  these  things/  Afterwards  she 
became  more  guarded,  and  put  off  my  intended  visit.  I 
hope  to  see  her  yet ;  and  I  shall  try  to  have  a  whole  Testa- 
ment in  my  pocket.  A  young  girl  who  has  charge  of  one 
of  the  departments  of  the  hospital  took  possession  of  the 
German  St.  John,  and  sent  me  word  that  I  could  have  it 
if  I  would  send  her  a  Bohemian  book  like  it. 

u  I  think  I  may  safely  say,  that  not  one  day  passes  which 
does  not  bring  just  such  interesting  cases  to  my  notice.  If 
I  am  confined  to  the  house  with  sick  children,  they  come 
to  me,  even  into  the  sick-room,  seeking  earnestly  the  very 
things  we  came,  to  bring  them.  There  is  a  very  devout 
Catholic  here,  who  forces  her  little  ones  to  pray  to  the  Vir- 
gin, and  who  reads  every  book  I  send,  before  allowing  the 
children  to  commence  it.  One  of  them  ran  with  tears  to 
her  governess  the  other  day,  crying,  'Oh,  see!  Mrs. 
Schauffler  has  lent  me  a  book;  and  she  says  it  tells  about 
Jesus ;?  and  she  fairly  jumped  for  joy.  To-day  a  young 
girl  came  with  conscience  thoroughly  roused  by  reading 
'  Pilgrim's  Progress,'  though  held  back  by  all  her  friends. 
Her  family  were  once  very  cordial  to  us,  but  are  now  bitter 
in  their  opposition  to  every  sign  of  seriousness  in  her ; 
though  her  mother  is  reading  my  Testament,  which  she 
quietly  borrowed. 

"  About  three  months  ago  I  invited  two  or  three  children 
in  the  neighborhood  to  join  with  mine  in  a  'Bible  Hour'  on 
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Sunday  afternoon.  I  wish  you  could  have  seen  the  smiling 
faces  of  the  sixty-four  children  who  gathered  one  sabbath 
before  a  great  storm  !  Over  eighty  have  already  been  here  ; 
and  some,  kept  away  by  the  nuns,  have  re-appeared  after  a 
few  weeks.  They  are  rich  and  poor,  Bohemian  and  Ger- 
man. From  the  first,  the  Bohemian  portion  grew  much 
more  rapidly  than  the  German.  The  eagerness  of  some  of 
the  dear  children  to  come  and  to  learn  was  so  great,  that, 
in  many  cases,  those  who  did  not  understand  a  word  of 
German  asked  others  to  teach  them  their  verses  in  that 
language,  before  we  had  procured  cards  in  Bohemian. 
Many  of  them  have  learned  long  hymns,  and  sing  them 
with  unction.  They  find  it  hard  to  wait  for  the  day  for 
the  lesson  to  come.  An  hour  before  the  time,  my  parlor  is 
taken  possession  of;  and  I  notice  that  clean  hands  and 
faces  usually  appear  the  second  Sunday  in  place  of  the 
soiled  and  neglected  ones  of  the  first-comers.  Not  unfre- 
quently  the  parents  and  older  sisters  come  with  them. 

"  Dear  mothers  and  sisters,  we  need  your  prayers,  your 
help.  I  wish  you  were  here  on  the  spot :  there  is  more 
work  than  any  one  whose  family  cares  are  large  can  ever 
hope  to  do.  There  is  scope  for  every  energy ;  there  is  play 
for  ever}'  faculty;  and  there  is  every  opportunity  for  serving 
the  Master,  and  preaching,  as  he  did,  the  gospel  to  the 
poor.  I  rejoice  with  great  joy  in  every  blessed  day  given 
me  to  work  here,  and  only  hope  that  you  will  bear  the 
women  of  Austria  on  the  prayers  of  your  faith,  and  in  the 
arms  of  love,  to  Him  whose  promise  is,  1  Him  that  cometh 
unto  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out.' " 


Under  date  of  April  3,  the  Woman's  Board  received  an 
urgent  call  from  the  missionaries  in  Prague,  to  send  two 
single  ladies  to  this  field  to  labor  among  the  women. 
Who  will  go  ? 
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faring  %  (Cross. 

Matt.  x.  38. 

[Through  the  kindness  of  Miss  Seymour,  we  received,  some  time 
since,  the  following  lines,  written  by  Baron  Garabed,  an  Armenian 
graduate  of  the  Harpoot  Theological  Seminary.  His  illness  for  years 
with  lingering  consumption  has  prevented  his  occupying  the  place  of 
a  pastor;  but  his  patience  under  suffering,  and  his  lovely  Christian 
character,  have  given  him  great  influence  in  favor  of  our  religion. 
For  the  metrical  arrangement,  we  are  indebted  to  Mrs.  J.  H.  Means.] 

Jesus  first  a  cross  uplifted ; 

He  gives  to  me  a  cross  to  wear : 
Oh  !  help  me,  Lord,  with  loving  heart 

To  take  my  cross,  and  joyful  bear. 

Although  my  cross  ignoble  be, 

And  it  is  hard  to  bow  content, 
Yet  help  me,  Lord,  with  loving  heart 

To  humbly  take  what  thou  hast  sent. 

Although  my  cross  makes  lack  of  bread, 
Takes  all  my  gold,  and  leaves  me  poor, 

Yet  help  me,  Lord,  with  loving  heart 
All  want  to  bear,  in  thy  love  sure. 

The  heavy  cup,  the  bitter  cup 

(I  know  that  blessings  in  them  lie), 
Oh  !  help  me,  Lord,  with  loving  heart 

To  bravely  bear  without  one  sigh. 

Though  sorely  grieved  my  soul  may  be, 
And  all  my  frame  is  worn  and  weak, 

Yet  help  me,  Lord,  with  loving  heart 
And  patient  trust  thy  strength  to  seek. 

Not  yet  the  icy  hands  of  death 
Have  sealed  my  lips,  and  closed  my  eyes ; 

Oh  !  help  me,  Lord,  whate'er  betides, 
To  clasp  my  cross,  and  joyful  rise. 
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Although  the  severe  storm  that  ushered  in  the  day  for 
the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  on  the 
7th  of  April  detained  many  in  their  homes,  yet  the 
attendance  of  a  large  number  of  ladies  from  towns  from 
fifteen  to  thirty  miles  from  Boston  showed,  at  least,  that  the 
society  had  some  earnest  friends. 

The  Home  Secretary  reported  the  prosperous  growth  of 
the  society  during  the  three  months  previous;  and  it  was 
shown  that  this  increase  was  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to 
the  stimulating  effect  of  the  Annual  Meeting  in  January. 

A  thrilling  address  by  Mrs.  Capron,  of  the  Madura  Mis- 
sion, made  the  meeting  very  interesting  and  profitable. 


(jg|r  We  think  many  of  our  readers  must  forget  that  the 
terms  of  "  Life  and  Light "  are  fifty  cents  a  year  in 
advance,  as,  although  five  months  have  passed  since  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  more  than  half  our  subscriptions 
remain  unpaid.  Undoubtedly  the  failure  to  pay  is  mostly 
through  forgetfulness ;  but  our  friends  will  remember  that 
our  bills  must  be  duly  met.  Fifty  cents  is  but  a  trifle 
to  an  individual ;  but  our  aggregate  dues  at  this  time 
make  thirty-five  hundred  dollars  difference  to  our  treasury. 
The  statement  of  the  deficit  of  six  hundred  dollars  last 
year  made  at  our  Annual  Meeting  called  forth  pledges  from 
our  Branches  and  Auxiliaries  to  increase  the  circulation 
in  order  to  meet  expenses.  A  very  encouraging  increase 
has  been  made  in  this  regard ;  but  a  large  list  only  adds  to 
our  difficulties,  unless  the  subscriptions  are  promptly  paid. 
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WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

Receipts  from  March  18  to  April  18. 
MRS.  BENJAMIN  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


MAINE. 

Maine  Branch.  —  Mrs.  Wood- 
bury S.  Dana,  Treas. ;  Water- 
ville,  Aux.,  $25;  Brunswick, 
Aux.,  Misa  Sarah  P.  Newman, 
Tr.,  $59;  Skowhegan,  Aux., 
Miss  Sarah  Gilman,  Tr.,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Webster 
Woodbury,  $25;  Ellsworth 
"  Prayer-Circle,"  Aux.,  Miss 
L.  L.  Phelps,  Tr.,  $5.45; 
"  Young  Reapers,"  .65 ;  Gor- 
ham,  Aux.,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Smith, 
Tr.,  $7;  Thomaston,  Aux..  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  H.  C.  Lud- 
wig,  $25;  Bangor,  Aux.,  Mrs. 
E.  G.Thurston,  Tr.,  $72 ;  Port- 
land, Aux.,  High  St.  Ch.  (of 
which  $25  by  Mrs.  Wm.  H. 
Fenn  to  const,  herself  L.  M., 
and  $25  by  Mrs.  John  P. 
Brown  to  const,  herself  L.  M  ) , 
$137.75;  State  St.  Ch.,  $80.55; 
Plymouth  Ch.,  $54.33;  Bethel 
Ch..  $35.76;  2d  Parish  Ch., 
$33.50;  St.  Lawrence  St.  Ch., 
$8.80;  Williston  Ch.,  $7.56; 
4th  Cong'l  Ch.,  $1,  $578  35 

Biddeford.—  2d  Cong'l  Ch.,  Mrs. 
Mary  H.  Merrill,  5  00 


Total,      $583  35 

C.  Home  Building. Fund. 

Maine  Branch.  —  Bangor,  Ham- 
mond St.  Ch.,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Enoch  Pond,  $25  00 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

J\rew  Hampshire  Branch.—  Miss 
Abbie  Mclntire,  Trcas ;  Fran, 
cestown,  Aux.,  of  which  $25 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  R.  B. 
Fairbanks,  $42;  S.S.  cl.,  $1.15; 
Exeter,  Aux.,  $22.44;  Infant 
cl.  of  boys,  .50,  $66  09 

Campton.  —  Mrs.  Joseph  Cook,      5  00 

Candia.  —  Young  Ladies'  Mis- 
sion-Circle,  5  00 

Claremont.—  Mr.  Edw.  L.  God- 
dard,  to  const.  L.  M.  Alice 
Goddard  Pierce,  25  00 

Hollis. —  Birthday  offering  by 


friends,  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  C. 
Abbie  Burge,  $25  00 

North  Hampton. — Mr.  Rufus 
Dolton,  1  00 


Total,      $127  09 

VERMONT. 

Vermont  Branch. — Mrs.  Geo. 
H.  Fox,  Treas ;  North  Crafts- 
bury,  Aux.,  $6;  Townshend, 
Mrs.  Ira  Batchelor,  to  const, 
herself  L.  M.,  $25;  Orwell, 
Aux.  (of  which  $25  by  Mrs. 
Asa  Young  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Ellen  L.  Young,  and  $25 
by  Miss  Louisa  Root  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Sarah  L.  Wright, 
Weybridge),  $60,  $91  00 

Wallingford.  —  A  Friend,  25  00 


Total,      $116  00 

C.  Home  Building. Fund. 
Vermont  Branch. — Manchester, 
Aux.,  Mrs.  Mary  Barnes,  Tr., 
$6.50;  Brattleboro',  Mrs.  Ad- 
miral Green,  to  const,  herself 
L.  M.,  $25;  Ludlow,  Young 
Ladies' Mission  Soc,  $5;  Bur- 
lington, Aux.,  Mrs.  Worcester, 
Tr.,  $40;  St.  Johnsbury,  Mrs. 
Horace  Fairbanks,  $150:  for 
finishing  and  furnishing  the 
dining-room,  $226  50 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Amherst.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Allen,  Treas.,  Miss  E.  W. 
Beaman,  to  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
M.  D.  Beaman,  $25  00 

Avdorer.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Pearson,  Treas.,  twenty-five 
ladies,  $5  each,  for  support  of 
Protestant  girl  in  Const.  Home,  125  00 

Auburndale.  —  Eddie  M.  Hill, 

.42,  Lizzie  C.  Hill,  .43,  85 

Barre.  — Mrs.  Arnold  Adams,     10  00 

Boston.  —  Miss  Bessie  B  Ely, 
$6;  "A  Widow's  Mite,"  $1; 
Park  St.  Ch.,  Mrs.  Thos.  F. 
Chase,  $5;  ShawmutCh.,  Miss 
Susan  F.  Lethbridge,  $25; 
Add'l  $4;  Berkeley  St.  Ch., 
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Mrs.  Hillard,  $10;  Miss  Hil- 
lard,  $5;  Weekly  Pledge, 
$12.50;  Ch.  Coll.,  $15;  Old 
Colony  S.  S.,  for  Elizabeth 
Makerbals,  pupil  in  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards's school,  $30;  Old  South 
Ch.,  Miss  Abbie  B.  P.  Walley, 
Tr.,  $296,  $409  50 

Boston,  East.  —  Maverick  Ch., 
Aux.,  Miss  E.  Hammett,  Tr. ; 
MissE.Hammett,  $70,  of  which 
$50  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Misses 
Ella  E.  and  Emma  O.  Fales; 
Mrs.  Albert  Bowker,  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Edwin  Bliss,  and 
Mrs.  Langdon  S.  Ward,  $50; 
Mrs.  Paul  Curtis,  25  ;  Mrs.  Lu- 
ther Wright,  $15 ;  Mrs.  Fales 
and  Folts,  $10  each,  $20;  Mrs. 
Gregory,  James,  Brown,  Hall, 
Demond,  Googins,  Waldron, 
and  Dimick,$5  each,  $40 ;  Mrs. 
Barton,  Sarah  Delano,  Rob- 
bins,  Robinson,  Miss  Ellen 
Bobbins,  $3  each,  $15;  Mrs. 
Hilliard,  Delano, Colcsworthy, 
McPherson,  Peirce,Collamore, 
Denham,  Goodman,  Misses 
Tenney  and  James,  $2  each, 
$20;  seventy  ladies,  $1  each; 
total  towards  salary  of  Miss 
Elizabeth  Sisson,  325  00 

Boston,  South.  —  Phillips  Ch., 
Aux.,  Mrs.  Jeremy  Drake, 
Treas. ;  Mrs.  Sarah  Doherty 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Emily  A. 
Doherty,  Mrs.  Medcalt  to 
const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  A.  B.  Hight, 
Mrs.  Calvin  Shephard  to  const. 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Roach, 
Miss  Lucinda  Smith  to  const. 
L.  M.  Miss  Rebecca  H.  Bird, 
Mrs.  Jeremy  Drake  to  const. 
L.  M.'s  Mrs.  Maria  L.  Swett 
and  Mrs.  Annie  J.  Deane,$150; 
other  subrs.,  233;  "Willing 
Workers,"  Miss  Clara  Smith, 
Tr.,$10;  "Willing Hands," for 
pupilintheDacotahHome,$50,  443  00 

Boston  Highlands.  —  Eliot  Ch., 
Aux.,  Mrs.  Dr.  Anderson, 
Treas.,  $13.50;  Walnut  Ave. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  Mrs.  Tufts,  Treas., 
$2,  15  50 

Braintree.  —  With  prev.  contri. 
to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Annie 
Childs,  10  00 

Brookline.  —  Harvard  Ch.  Mis- 
sion-Circles, "  Buds  of  Prom- 
ise," $5;  "Violets,"  $8.50; 
"Lilies  of  the  Valley,"  $5; 
"Moss Roses," $6.66;  "Cheer- 
ful Givers,"  $7.15;  "Orioles," 
$5;  "Sparrows,"  $5;  "  Ex- 
celsior "(boys),  $6.55;  of  which 


$40  for  pupil  in  Harpoot  Fern. 
Sem.,  $48  86 

Cambridge,    North.  —  "  Rose 

Buds,"  5  00 

Chelsea.  —  Chestnut  St.  Ch., 
Mrs.  Joseph  Sweetser,  $5; 
"BusyBeeMission-Circle,"  $5,   10  00 

Dorchester.  —  Village  Ch., 
"  Band  of  Faith,"  5  00 

Easthampton.  —  Mrs.  John 
Wright,  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Emily  B.  Clark,  25  00 

East  Charlemont. — Aux.,  Mrs. 
E.  H.  Leavitt,  Treas.,  12  00 

Everett.  -Mrs.  G.  M.  Farrington,    2  n0 

Falmouth.  —  A  Friend,  5  00 

Greenfield. — Ladies'  Benevolent 
Soc,  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  F. 
A.  Warfield,  Miss  Lucy  A. 
Sparhawk,  50  00 

Groveland.—  Sarah  Tuttle,  5  00 

Hinsdale.  — Aux.,  to  const.  L.M. 
Mrs.  Otis  Taylor,  25  00 

Haverhill.  —  Aux.,  of  which  $28 
for  Anatye,  Madura,  48  50 

Jamaica  Plain.  —  Infant  cl. 
Cong'l  S.  6.,  by  Miss  C.  Gil- 
man,  7.70;  "Buds  of  Prom- 
ise," $2.15,  9  85 

Leicester.  —  By  Mrs.  Z.  Nelson 
and  others,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  Harriet  M.  Coolidge,         25  00 

Leominster.  —  Mrs.  A.  G.  Rech- 
ard,  5  00 

Lowell.  —  Aux.,  to  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  J.  N.  Marshall,  25  00 

Medfield.  —  Mrs.  F.  D.  Ellis, 
Miss  Mary  F.  Ellis.  2  00 

Medway,  West.— "Olive-Plants," 
contents  miss'y  bank  for  Miss 
Seymour's  sch.,  4  00 

Monson.  —  Mrs.  N.  M.  Field,         1  50 

New  Bedford.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  K. 
N.  Bartlett,  Treas.,  with  prev. 
contri.  for  salary  of  Miss  Par- 
melee,  Mardin,  292  00 

Newton,  West.  —  Aux.,  add'l,  50 

Springfield.  —Mrs.  John  Love- 
land,  to  const,  herself  L.  M  ,      25  00 

Westboro'.  —  Mrs  J.  L  Smith, 
to  const.  L  M.  Miss  Fannie  L. 
Smith,  25  00 

Weymouth,  North.  — Arthur  M. 
Dorr,  and  little  sisters,  55 

Winchester. —  Aux.,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth D.  Chapin,  Treas.,  of 
which  $25,  by  Mrs.  N.  W.  C 
Holt.to  const.  L.  M.  Miss  M.  M. 
Holt,  North  Yarmouth,  Me., 
and  $12.80  by  Miss  Nellie  B. 
Holt,  with  prev.  contri.,  to 
const.  L.  M.  Miss  Emeline  A. 
Millett,  Norway,  Me.,  $75; 
"  Seek  and  Save  Soc,"  Miss  L. 
Jennie  Sanderson,  Tr.,  $100,    175  00 
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Worcester.  —  Aux.,  Miss  M.  F. 
Sweetser,  Treas.  ;  Union  Ch., 
Mrs  P.  L.  Mocer,  of  which 
$25  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  M  C. 
Cutler,  $50;  Central  Ch.,  Mrs. 
M.  F.  Jennison,  $25;  "Seek 
and  Save  Soc,  $5,  $30  00 

Yarmouth.  —  Woman's  Miss'y 
Circle,  Mrs.  Cyrus  Ryder, 
Treas.,  6  35 


Total,    $2,281  96 

C.  Home  Building- Fund. 

Boston.  —  Union  Ch.,  by  Mrs.  G-. 
Hubbard  Davis,  jun.,  Tr., 
$137.50;  Shawniut  Ch.,  Mrs. 
R.  H.  Stearns,  $50 ;  Mt.  Ver- 
non Ch.  Mission-Circle,  Miss 
C.  Cushing,  Treas.,  total  for 
monthly  contri.,  proceeds  of 
sale,  and  $10  from  Mrs.  D.  C. 
Coit  for  finishing  and  furnish- 
ing a  teacher's  room,  to  be 
called  Mt.  Vernon  Room,  $351,  $538  50 

Brookline.—  Harvard  Ch.,  Aux., 
of  which  $25  by  Mrs.  Moses 
Withington  to  const.  L.  M. 
Miss  Susie  E.  Withington,  and 
$25  by  Mrs.  J.  W.  Tyler  to 
const.  L.M.Mrs.Thomas  Flint, 
and  $25  by  Mrs.  B.  L.  Saville 
to  const,  herself  L.  M.,  243  00 

Woburn.  —  Aux  ,  Mrs.  Adkins, 
Treas.,  of  which  §lb  by  Mr. 
Thos.  Richardson  to  const. 
Mrs.  Richardson  L.  M.,  to- 
wards dormitory  in  the  Home,  40  00 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Inland  Branch.  —  Miss 
Anna  T.White,  Treas.;  East 
Providence,  Aux.,  Mrs.  Wm. 
Ellis,  Tr.,  for  the  Aintab  sch., 
$21.65;  Elmwood,  Aux.,  add'l, 
.5U;  Pawtucket,  Aux.,  of  which 
$25  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Blodgett  to 
const.  L.  M.  Alice  L.  Tolraan, 
towards  Mrs.  Tyler's  salary, 
$215.50,  $237  65 


Total,      $237  65 
CONNECTICUT. 

Berlin.  —  C.  H.  W.,  $50  00 

Groton,— Cong'l  S.  S.,  for  pupil 

in  Miss  Townshend's  sch.,  30  00 
Hartford. — Aux.,  Mrs.  Chas. 
Jewell,  Treas. ;  Asylum  Ave. 
Ch.,  $100.50;  Park  Ch.,  31; 
Centre  Ch.,  for  Mexican  Mis- 
sion, $2,  133  50 


Xonvich.  — Aux.,  2d  Cong'l  Ch., 

Miss  Araminta  Kinne,  $3  00 

Putnam.  —  Aux.,  add'l,  85 

Wapping.  —  Miss  Julia  Bane,  1  00 
Waterbury.  —  A   Friend,  for 

girls'  sch.  at  Marsovan,  20  00 


Total,      $238  35 
NEW  YORK. 

Auburn.  —  Mrs.  C.  Dewey,  $10  00 
CatsHll.  —  Julia  R.  Day,  25  00 

Franklin.  —  Mrs.  S.  P.  Smith, 

Treas.,  to  const.  L.  M.'s  Mrs. 

B.  L.  Bowers,  Mrs.  Alice  T. 

Noble,  50  00 

Syracuse. — Plymouth  Ch.,Aux., 

Miss  Myra  Fritcher,  Treas  ,  of 

which  .>303  for  salary  of  Miss 

Eliza  Fritcher  of  Marsovan,  317  00 
Troy.  —  D  L.  B  ,  for  Miss  Farn- 

ham's  sch.,  100  00 

Walton.-   Aux.,  Mrs.  I.  J.  St. 

John,  Treas.,  14  50 


Total,      $516  50 

NEW  JERSEY. 

C.  Home  Building-Fund. 
Bloomfield.  —  Z.  B.  Dodd,         $20  00 

OHIO. 

Cnolville.  —  Aux.,  $15  00 

Medina.  —  "  Missionary  Glean- 
ers," 3  00 
Toledo.  — A  Friend,  5  00 
Troy.  —  First  Preeb   S.  S.,  for 

Mrs.  Edwards's  sch  ,  120  00 

Zanesvdle.  —  E.  M.  Buxton,        10  00 


MINNESOTA. 

Faribault.  —  Lily  L.  Frink, 
Total 


Total,      $153  00 
$3  25 


$3  25 


CANADA. 


Sherbrooke.  —  Mrs.  Rev.  Arch. 
Duff,  $5  00 


Total, 

Donations, 

C.  Home  Building  Fund, 

"  Life  and  Light," 

"  Echoes," 

Weekly  Pledge, 

Interest  on  Bartlett  Fund, 


$5  00 

.262  15 
,093  00 
337  00 
26  22 
7  31 

150  oa 


Total,  $5,875 


Miss  Emma  Carruth,  Asst.  Treas, 


ETJKOPEA^N"  TUKKEY. 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  MALTBIE. 

Samokov,  Dec.  21,  1873. 
I  am  thankful  that  the  Lord  keeps  some  of  his  children 
in  reserve,  and  close  by  him,  to  pray  for  us  in  the  field,  who 
are  so  filled  with  the  planning  and  doing  of  the  Master's 
work.  My  letter  must  be  the  bearer  of  sad  tidings ;  for 
the  Lord  has  afflicted  us  deeply,  in  the  death  of  one  of 
our  dear  girls,  Setka.  She  has  been  with  us  four  years  ; 
and  six  months  ago  we  sent  her,  with  much  hope  and  joy, 
to  work  for  Christ  in  Yamboul.  She  was  one  of  the  most 
faithful,  consistent  Christian  girls  that  has  ever  been  with 
us.  She  was  succeeding  finely  in  her  school,  and  doing 
much  good  among  the  women,  when  she  was  suddenly 
stricken  down.  It  is  an  exceedingly  mysterious  Provi- 
dence ;  yet  we  cannot  doubt  that  our  Father's  hand  has 
done  it,  and  that  he  will  be  glorified  even  in  this.  In  her 
life,  sickness,  and  death,  the  power  of  grace  was  most 
beautifully  exemplified.  She  still  lives  in  her  influence. 
In  the  midst  of  the  most  intense  suffering  she  was  peace- 
ful and  happy,  saying  sweetly,  "  I  have  given  every  thing 
into  the  hands  of  my  Saviour  :  I  have  no  anxiety  for  any 
thing  now."  When  she  could  no  longer  speak,  the  smile 
upon  her  face,  and  her  uplifted  hand,  told  the  friends  by 
the  bedside  that  all  was  well :  Jesus  was  near. 

Mrs.  Mumford  will  be  greatly  disappointed ;  for,  the  day 
before  we  received  the  telegram  announcing  Setka's  death, 
12  177 
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she  left  us,  expecting  to  visit  Setka's  school.  She  will 
find  only  her  grave,  and  her  weeping  scholars  and  friends, 
who  are  sorely  bereaved.  Her  brother,  a  graduate  of  Rob- 
ert College,  has  been  almost  persuaded  to  become  a  Chris- 
tian;  and  we  pray  that  this  affliction  may  be  the  means  of 
bringing  him  to  Christ.  Since  her  death,  we  have  heard 
from  another  brother  of  hers,  who  is  a  pope  (priest :  they 
call  them  popes  here)  ;  and  he  expresses  himself  very  much 
dissatisfied  with  his  present  employment,  and  would  gladly 
leave  the  priesthood,  could  he  do  so  without  disgrace. 
Last  summer  we  visited  the  monastery  where  this  man 
lives.  We  were  very  kindly  welcomed  and  entertained,  al- 
though they  knew  we  were  Protestant  missionaries.  They 
allowed  us  to  enter  the  church,  examine  its  pictures  and 
ornaments,  and  even  look  at  the  embalmed  hand  of  the 
wonderful  St.  John,  who  founded  the  monastery  a  thousand 
years  ago.  We  visited,  also,  the  tower  where  the  monks 
lived  before  the  present  buildings,  which  are  very  spacious, 
were  built;  and  they  say  this  has  stood  a  thousand  years. 
We  entered  a  small  church  on  the  grounds,  which  is  conse- 
crated to  the  bones  of  those  whose  souls  claim  an  interest 
in  the  prayers  of  the  monks  in  the  church.  The  friends  of 
the  dead  bring  the  bones,  especially  the  skulls,  of  their 
loved  ones,  and  hire  the  priests  to  pray  for  them.  These 
bones  are  arranged  in  rows,  upon  shelves,  and  are  prayed 
for  according  to  the  amount  of  money  paid.  Those  that 
pay  the  most  money  get  the  most  prayers.  This  monas- 
tery is  very  rich,  and  beautifully  situated  among  the 
mountains.  I  hope  it  may  become  a  theological  seminary 
some  time,  and  its  wrealth  used  in  fitting  men  to  preach  the 
pure  gospel  of  Christ.  God  is  able  to  cause  even  this  to 
'  be. 

The  man  who  first  translated  the  New  Testament  into 
Bulgarian  lives  there.    He  is  a  man  of  scholarly  appear- 
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ance  and  gentlemanty  manners.  Of  course,  lie  is  unpopu- 
lar there;  but  his  influence  must  be  felt,  and  tend  to  the 
elevation  of  the  people.  He  is  now  preparing  a  dictionary 
of  the  Bulgarian  language. 

It  is  exceedingly  interesting  to  live  among  a  people  just 
awaking  out  of  the  sleep  of  ages,  and  watch  their  devel- 
opment, and  note  the  changes  which  come  over  them.  But 
it  is  also  an  exceedingly  responsible  position.  Oh!  pray 
for  us.    In  God  is  our  strength. 


EASTERN  TURKEY. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  PATRICK. 

We  take  this,  by  permission,  from  a  letter  to  the  ladies  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church,  Chicago:  — 

Erzroom,  Jan.  21,  1874. 
Last  fall  I  visited  Trebizond  and  Ordo,  on  the  coast  of 
the  Black  Sea.  About  twelve  miles  from  Trebizond  is  a 
charming  little  place  called  Gooklah,  where  we  have  many 
friends ;  one  young  man  from  the  village  being  a  student 
in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Erzroom.  The  road  lead- 
ing from  the  seashore,  up  over  the  hills,  to  Gooklah,  is  very 
wild  and  romantic,  but  so  steep  and  stony,  that  I  think 
our  horses  must  have  been  almost  discouraged.  The  hills 
were  covered  with  trees  and  bushes  of  nearly  every  descrip- 
tion, among  which  were  chestnut-trees.  The  frost  had 
opened  the  burrs;  and  we  gathered  a  few,  reminding  me  of 
the  time  when,  a  little  girl,  in  my  old  New-England  home, 
I  wandered  over  the  hills  in  search  of  chestnuts.  There 
were  also  many  filbert-orchards.  Filberts  are  one  of  the 
chief  products  on  the  coast  of  the  Euxine.    Thousands  of 
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tons  are  exported  every  year.  After  climbing  up  for  about 
four  hours,  we  arrived  at  Gooklah  ;  and,  although  I  had 
always  heard  it  spoken  of  as  a  lovely  place,  I  found  it 
much  lovelier  than  I  had  expected.  We  could  look  down 
upon  the  sea  dotted  with  sails ;  and  in  the  distance  it  looked 
blue  rather  than  black,  and  so  quiet  and  peaceful,  it  seemed 
little  like  Turkey.  As  we  only  spent  the  sabbath,  I  had 
but  one  meeting  with  the  women.  They  speak  Turkish 
mostly;  and  I  found  some  difficulty  in  making  them  under- 
stand, but,  by  using  simple  Armenian,  succeeded  pretty 
well.  They  were  so  anxious  to  be  taught,  that  it  was  a 
pleasure  to  talk  to  them.  The  men  in  the  villages  near 
the  Black  Sea  have  a  curious  habit  of  spinning.  They 
carry  little  spindles  in  their  hands,  and  walking  in  the 
streets,  or  sitting  in  their  houses,  improve  their  time.  It 
is  particularly  amusing  to  see  them  spinning;  since  they 
leave  their  wives  to  do  the  greater  part  of  the  work  in  the 
stables,  and  consider  it  a  great  disgrace  to  milk  a  cow. 

Monday  morning  we  left  them,  hoping  we  had  encour- 
aged their  hearts,  and  done  something  to  turn  their 
thoughts  towards  heavenly  things.  Since  my  return,  I 
have  been  to  Todoveran  and  Komatsoor,  villages  about  thirty 
miles  from  Erzroom,  where  I  found  a  great  deal  to  do. 
At  one  or  two  places  where  I  called,  I  was  summarily 
invited  to  leave ;  but  generally  we  were  warmly  received. 


By  a  letter  recently  received  from  Constantinople,  we 
learn  of  a  remarkable  development  of  the  work  among  the 
women  in  the  Bardesag  field.  We  had  already  most  in- 
teresting reports  from  that  region ;  Jbut  now  comes  the 
additional  item,  that  Mrs.  Parsons  has  a  Bible-class  of 
two  hundred  women  under  her  special  care  and  instruction. 
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Every  church  ought  to  have  some  method  of  interesting 
its  children  in  the  work  of  missions.  A  formal  organiza- 
tion, with  long  list  of  officers,  is  not  necessary.  Having 
been  asked  lately  the  question,  "  How  would  you  go  to 
work  to  start  a  children's  missionary  meeting  ?  "  I  will 
tell  those  interested  how  we  started  here  on  the  frontier. 
Some  of  you  know,  that,  as  soon  as  a  Western  railroad  town 
springs  into  existence,  all  sorts  of  societies  and  organiza- 
tions —  lodges,  granges,  and  lyceums  —  are  starting  too. 
In  Christian  things  there  must  be  the  same  activity.  And 
while  all  the  efforts  of  ministers  and  members  are  given 
to  establishing,  on  a  firm  basis,  preaching  services,  sabbath 
schools,  and  prayer-meetings,  the  missionary  work  must  not 
be  forgotten  or  deferred.  The  children  are  always  ready 
for  what  is  new.  So,  as  soon  as  we  were  established  in  the 
unfinished  parsonage,  I  invited  all  the  children  in  town 
(there  were  not  more  than  twenty)  to  come  to  a  children's 
missionary  meeting.  Fifteen  came.  It  was  a  new  thing 
to  them  all.  After  simple  preliminary  exercises,  I  said, 
"  Now,  do  you  know  what  a  missionary  meeting  is  ? " 
No:  they  didn't.  So  they  were  told, — "A  meeting  to 
learn  about  missionary  work."  The  children  repeated  it 
together.  "What  is  a  missionary?"  was  the  next  ques- 
tion. One  little  voice  answered,  "  Somebody  who  goes  to 
teach  the  heathen." —  "Is  it  a  man,  or  a  woman?" 
They  finally  thought  it  might  be  either.  "Who  are  the 
heathen  ? "  came  next ;  and,  with  a  little  help,  they  gave 
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a  correct  answer.  "Any  heathen  in  this  country?  Why 
not  ?  "  —  "  Because  here  everybody  has  a  chance  to  read  the 
Bible,  and  learn  about  Jesus,  if  he  will.  The  heathen  are 
those  who  have  had  no  chance."  —  "  Why  ought  we  to  teach 
the  heathen  ?  "  —  "  Because  Christ  has  commanded  it." 
Then  we  repeated  the  command,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world, 
and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature."  "How  can  chil- 
dren obey  that  command?"  By  this  time  there  was  no 
waiting  for  answers:  "We'll  all  go  as  soon  as  we're  old 
enough !  "  —  "  Yes,  but  what  now  ?  "  —  "  Give  pennies  to 
send  those  that  can  go."  —  "  Yes.  pennies  and  prayers." 
So  we  went  on  for  a  half-hour,  making  a  sort  of  missionary 
catechism,  which  has  been  reviewed,  improved,  and  enlarged 
at  each  subsequent  meeting. 

But  this  questioning  is  only  a  part  of  our  exercises. 
We  sing  a  good  deal.  I  am  making  a  little  collection  of 
missionary  hymns  suitable  for  children's  meetings,  and 
by  and  by,  when  "  the  ship  comes  in,"  mean  to  have  it 
printed.  Passing  the  missionarj'-box,  counting  the  money, 
and  telling  how  they  earned  it,  is  the  most  interesting  part 
of  the  meeting,  and  comes  last.  Starting  with  the  idea 
that  they  must  not  ask  their  parents  for  money,  they  resort 
to  various  devices  to  earn  it.  "  Going  without  molasses  on 
pancakes,"  was  one  answer  last  week,  from  a  little  girl  who 
deposited  her  five  cents  with  a  happy  face. 

Here  is  our  way  to  prevent  interruptions  from  tardiness. 
Clocks  differ  in  this  region.  Three  o'clock  is  the  hour  for 
meeting ;  but  the  children  are  invited  to  come  at  two, 
and  the  first  hour  is  spent  with  games  and  picture-books. 
As  a  consequence,  at  three  they  are  all  in  their  places,  and 
ready  for  the  opening  prayer. 

Dear  sisters,  there  is  a  real  pleasure  in  this  work  among 
the  children.  You  feel  that  it  is  sowing  seed  which  shall 
bring  forth  fruit  in  after-years.    It  is  work  which  any 
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Christian  woman  can  do ;  and  the  disposition,  it  seems  to 
me,  is  enough  to  constitute  a  call.  You  may  not  be  a  min- 
ister's wife,  or  deacon's  wife,  or  a  sabbath -school  teacher ; 
but,  if  3Tour  heart  prompts  you  to  this  work,  you  need  not 
fear  you  have  no  talent  for  it.  Begin  in  the  strength  of 
Him  who  has  said,  "  Feed  my  lambs,"  and  wisdom  from 
above  will  be  given  to  suggest  ways  and  means. 

Sibley,  Io.  E.  P,  D. 


MISSIONARY  BOX. 

The  ladies  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Chicago, 
with  some  aid  from  friends  outside,  have  just  completed  a 
valuable  box  for  the  Zulu  Mission.  It  contains  articles, 
not  so  much  for  the  personal  use  of  the  missionaries,  as 
for  service  in  their  work.  Dr.  Bliss  sends  two  dozen  copies 
of  "  Sunshine,"  his  new  Sunday-school  singing-book. 


RECEIPTS  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF 
MISSIONS  FOR  THE  INTERIOR. 

From  March  15  to  April  15,  1874. 
MRS.  FRANCIS  BRADLEY,  Treasurer. 


OHIO. 

Centre  Belnre.  —  Union  Centre 

8.  S.,  by  Mrs.  E.  M.  Goodnow,  $20  00 
Chariest  own.  —  Aux.,   by  Mr. 

H.  Smith,  5  20 

Lowell. — Aux.,  Mies  Sarah  Otis, 

Treas.,  16  00 

Oberlin.  —  Aux..  for  salary  of 

Mrs.  Mumford,  and  to  const. 

Mrs.  Alvord  and  Mrs.  Streeter 

L.M.'s,MissE.E.reck,Treas.,  50  00 
Oxford. — Aux.,  of  Female  Sem., 

by  Miss  L.  K.  Peabody,  65  75 

Total,      $156  95 


MICHIGAN. 

Bedford.  —  Aux.,  by  Mrs.  A.  M. 

Crane,  $J0  00 

Benzonia.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  S.  A. 

Waters,  Treas.,  16  00 

E.  Saainaw.  —  Aux.,  for  salary 

of  Miss  Shattuck,  Mrs.  J.  L. 

Hadyn,  Treas.,  95  00 

Ovosso.  —  Aux.,  for  school  at 

Talas,  Mrs.E.  F  Guile.Treas.,  31  10 
Royal  Oak.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  E.  M. 

Porter,  Treas,  5  50 

Vermont ville. — Aux.,  Mrs.  H. 

G.  Barber,  Treas.,  25  00 

Totai,      $182  60 
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$8  32 

10  00 
12  60 


82  00 
10  00 


ILLINOIS. 

Aurora.— Aux.,  Mrs.  G.  F.  Rug- 

gles,  Treas., 
Champaign. — Aux.,  for  the  sup- 
port of  Tsuka  Urdakora,  Mrs. 

J.  Bragg,  Treas., 
Chesterfield.  —  Aux.,  Miss  L.  M. 

Lawson,  Tr., 
Chicago.  — 1st  Ch.,  Aux.,  for 

salary  of  Miss  Patrick,  Mrs.  C. 

H.  Whittlesey,  Treas.,  $61; 

Plymouth  Ch.,  Aux.,  Mrs.  J. 

S.  Haven,  Tr.,  $21, 
Danvers.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  Mahel 

Hastings,  Treas., 
Evanston.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 

Miss  Porter,  $117.90;  S.  S.  for 

salary  of  Miss  Porter,  $42.75 ; 

"Little  Towel-Hemmers,"  for 

a  pupil  in  Miss  Porter's  sch., 

7.25, 

Geneseo.  —  Aux.,  $15;  "Miss'y 
Rill,"  $5,  for  Mrs.  Coffing's 
sch.,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Nourse,  Tr., 

Geneva.  —  Aux.,  for  Miss  Por- 
ter's ass't  teacher,  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Coe,  Treas., 

Glencoe. — Aux.,  Mrs.  S.  T. 
Lockwood,  Treas  , 

Jacksonville.  —  Aux.,  for  salary 
of  Miss  Evans,  by  Ahbie  E. 
King, 

La  Salle.  —  Aux.,  by  Mrs.  R.  P. 
Bascom, 

Moline. — Aux.,  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Bullen,  Treas., 

Oak  Park.  —  "  Willing  Work- 
ers," for  a  scholarship  in  the 
Manissa  school,  Miss  Emma 
Roy,  Sec, 

Oneida.  — Mrs.  Sophia  W.  Ford, 

Paxton.  —  Aux.,  $12.25,  Cheer- 
ful Givers,  $2, 

Princeton. — Aux.,  Mrs.  Con- 
verse, Treas., 

Peoria.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Hansel,  Treas., 

Eockford.  —  2d  Ch.,  Aux.,  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Talcott,  Treas., 


Total,      $505  45 
WISCONSIN. 

Clinton  Junction.  —  S.  S.,  for 
Miss  Porter's  school  at  Pekin, 
by  Leonard  Bronson,  $30  00 

Depere.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  H.  J. 
Wheeler,  Treas.,  5  00 

Fox  Lake. — Female  College, 
Aux.,  Miss  Eva  Gould,  Sec,       8  60 

Genoa  Junction.  —  Aux.,  Miss 
Mary  B.  Moores,  Treas.,  21  00 

Plattesville.  —  Aux.,  Miss  Ella 
Marshall,  17  00  I 

Evanston,  April  15,  1874. 


Wauwatosa.  —  Aux.,  to  const. 
Miss  Susie  G.  Warren  a  L.M., 
Miss  Warren,  Treas., 


Total, 


$6  50 
$88  10 


IOWA. 


Davenport.  —  Aux.,   to  const. 

Mrs.  James  J.  Merrill  a  L.  M., 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Smith,  Treas.,  $27  35 
Grinnetl.  —Aux  ,  $49.50 ;  Cong. 

Ch.  Miss.  Soc,  $20.50;  Mrs. 

C  L.  Schuyler,  Treas., 
Hampton. — Woman's  Cent  Soc, 

Mrs.  Anne  Beed,  Treas., 
Independence. — Aux,  Mrs.  M. 

A.  Ross,  Treas., 
Iowa  City.  — Aux.,  for  salary  of 

Miss  Hillis,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Griffith, 

Sec, 

Lansing  Ridge.  —  Ladies'  Cent 
Soc  ,  of  German  Cong.  Ch., 
Mrs.  Peter  Weidmann,  Tr., 

Montour. — Aux.,  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Hurd,  Treas  , 

Muscatine.—  "  Seeds  of  Mercy," 
for  a  pupil  in  Mrs.  Coffing's 
sch.,  by  Mrs  M.  S.  Robbins, 

Sio'ey.  — Mary  Jane  Keeler, 

Tabor.— Aux., Mrs  M.A.Todd, 
Treas., 

Waterloo.  —  Aux.,  for  Mrs.  Cof- 
fing's school,  Mrs.  S.  H.Cross, 

Wittemberg.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  D.  D. 
Hanger,  Treas., 


70  00 


5  33 


24  00 


30  00 


3  00 


12  55 


25  00 
10  00 


15  00 
24  10 


5  10 


Total,      $251  43 

MINNESOTA. 

Grove  Lake.  —  "A  Mother  and 
Children,"  $5  00 

Austin.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Lindley,  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Brownson,  Treas.,  15  00 

Minneapolis.— Plym.  Ch.,  Aux., 
for  salary  of  Miss  Lindley, 
Miss  C.  H.  Allison,  Treas.,        75  00 

St.  Paul.  — Free.  S.  S.,  $32.50; 
Aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss  Lind- 
ley, Mrs.  W.  P.  Stedman,  Tr., 
$25,  57  50 

Winona. — Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Van  Duzee,  Miss  Hatch, 
Treas.,  100  00 

Total,      $252  50 


Cawker  City. — Aux.,  Mrs.  Em 
ma  Harris,  Tr., 


Total, 


$4  00 
$1,440  93 


June.        Published  by  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions.  1874. 


A  DEVOTEE  SEAKCHING  FOE  JOY. 

N  India  there  are  a  great  many  men,  called 
devotees,  who  give  themselves  up  to  miserable 
lives,  hoping  by  that  means  to  obtain  great 
happiness  when  they  die.  They  spend  all 
their  time  wandering  from  place  to  place,  and 
making  long  pilgrimages  to  the  temples  of  the 
gods,  begging  their  support  on  the  way. 
Their  hair,  beard,  and  nails  grow  very  long; 
they  wear  scarcely  any  clothing  ;  their  bodies 
are  covered  with  ashes;  and  their  whole  appearance  is 
hideous  and  repulsive.  They  sometimes  torture  themselves, 
you  know,  by  lying  on  sharp  iron  spikes,  by  holding  their 
limbs  in  one  position  till  they  are  unable  to  move  them, 
and  in  many  other  ways.  Some  of  these  men  are  really 
sincere  in  denying  themselves  for  their  religion  ;  but  many 
become  devotees  because  they  think  it  is  a  respectable  and 
easy  way  of  earning  their  living :  they  are  willing  to  bear 
tortures  to  obtain  money  and  honor.  Most  of  the  people 
fear  more  than  they  respect  them,  thinking  some  evil  will 
follow  if  they  displease  them.    The  picture  represents  a 
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A  Devotee  searching  for  Joy. 
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devotee  named  Seethambrum,  of  wbom  "  The  Missionary 
News"  tells  the  following  story  :  — 

u  Inflamed  with  a  desire  to  pay  homage  to  Siva  as  a  pil- 
grim, Seethambrum,  an  intelligent  young  Hindoo,  set  out, 
visited  the  most  sacred  places  in  the  South,  but  found  no 
happiness.  He  then  became  an  ascetic,  left  his  relatives, 
lived  in  celibacy,  and  subsisted  on  the  alms  of  the  pious. 
Wandering  from  one  holy  place  to  another,  he  wore  the 
yellow  dress,  —  a  sign  that  he  had  renounced  the  world, 
mortified  the  flesh,  and  was  spending  his  days  in  the  con- 
templation of  Siva.  He  associated  with  men  of  kindred 
devotion  for  five  years.  The  result  was,  disappointment  and 
anxiety.  A  little  book  was  providentially  given  him,  ex- 
posing the  errors  of  Hindooism,  and  making  known  the 
gospel.  He  found  in  it  more  pleasure  than  in  all  the  cere- 
monies and  sacred  places  of  Siva  and  Vishnu.  Still  it 
did  not  satisfy  his  soiil.  He  must  know  more  of  Christiani- 
ty, must  read  the  Bible,  and  derive  his  knowledge  from  the 
fountain-head.  No  sooner  had  he  done  this  than  he  was 
at  rest.  Its  perusal  filled  him  with  joy.  The  gospel  alone 
contained  that  which  he  had  vainly  sought  among  the 
idols  and  temples  of  India.  Casting  away  his  ascetic 
clothes,  he  sat  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  and  determined  to 
devote  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  making  known  the  glad 
tidings  to  his  fellow-men." 

Did  any  df  you,  dear  children,  ever  seek  for  happiness 
for  one  day,  searching  for  it  from  morning  till  night  ?  If 
you  have,  I  think  you  must,  like  the  man  in  the  picture, 
have  sat  down  discouraged  many  times  before  the  day  was 
over.  The  more  you  seek  for  joy  and  happiness,  the  more 
will  they  fly  from  you :  but  if,  like  Seethambrum,  you  turn 
to  the  Saviour,  doing  all  you  possibly  can  to  serve  him, 
almost  before  you  know  it,  they  will  come  to  you.  Who 
will  try  this  better  way  ? 
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ZULU  PRIZES. 

BY  MRS.  A.  B.  ROBBINS. 

Dear  Children-,  —  I  would  like  to  tell  you  something 
about  the  little  Zulu  boys  and  girls  as  we  found  them  at 
the  beginning  of  our  labors  in  Africa.  When  they  came 
to  see  us,  as  they  often  did,  they  put  on  no  fine  dresses  for 
the  occasion,  indeed,  sometimes  they  came  with  no  dresses 
or  clothing  at  all,  simply  because  they  had  none  ;  but  we 
could  get  along  with  that.  We  received  them  with  kind- 
ness just  the  same,  and  gave  them  a  cordial  invitation  to 
come  and  be  taught  to  read  :  many  accepted.  They  came 
from  different  kraals,  as  their  villages,  or  homes,  are  called, 
and  at  different  hours  of  the  day ;  keeping  me  very  busy 
often  from  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  three  in  the 
afternoon.  But  I  was  glad  to  see  them  ;  and,  to  encourage 
them  in  their  efforts  to  learn,  I  promised  to  give  each  one 
a  present  when  he  or  she  had  learned  the  alphabet :  and 
what  do  you  think  it  was,  children?  —  a  new  shirt.  A 
strange  present,  you  will  think,  but  it  was  a  useful  one  ;  and 
under  this  rule  I  have  given  away  hundreds,  —  all  first  shirts, 
which  Zulu  boys  and  girls  prize  as  much  as  boys  and  girls 
in  America  do  first  boots  or  first  dolls.  Among  my 
scholars,  there  were  some  boys  who  carried  long  sticks  with 
little  notches  cut  in  them  :  I  did  not  at  first  know  what 
this  meant.  They  would  often  remind  me  that  they  had 
read  so  many  days.  I  said,  "  Yes,  you  are  good  boys  ;  and, 
if  you  keep  on,  you  will  soon  know  how  to  read."  The  same 
thing  was  repeated  again  and  again,  until,  one  day,  a  little 
boy,  rather  more  bold  than  the  others,  after  counting  the 
notches  on  his  stick,  looked  up  and  said,  "We  have  so 
many  days,"  mentioning  the  number  :  "  what  are  you  going 
to  give  us  ?  99    Then  I  understood  what  the  notches  meant. 
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They  had  been  reading  only  to  please  us,  and  expected  to 
be  paid  by  the  day  for  the  entertainment.  Each  notch 
represented  a  day's  service  charged  to  our  account.  But 
they  soon  learned  that  it  was  a  good  thing  for  them  to  be 
taught,  and  were  quite  delighted  when  they  were  able  to 
write  letters  to  their  friends,  and  get  them  in  reply.  This 
was  a  wonderful  accomplishment;  and  it  made  the  old  peo- 
ple put  their  hands  on  their  mouths  in  mute  astonishment. 

If  you  like,  dear  children,  I  may  tell  you  at  another 
time  something  more  about  the  Zulu  boys  and  girls. 


A  POP-CORN  FESTIVAL. 

Very  little,  but  earnest  "  in  works  of  labor  or  of  skill," 
are  a  certain  mission-circle  of  Busy  Bees,  who,  not  content 
with  golden  treasure  gathered  from  gardens,  or  in  dolls' 
missionary-boxes,  or  even  under  prickly  chestnut-burrs, 
lately  undertook  to  gather  a  fresh  supply  for  the  Woman's 
Board  from  a  Pop-Corn  Festival. 

For  days  before,  the  "  Bees  "  were  in  most  industrious 
mood,  humming  gayly  over  their  anticipated  pleasure,  as 
they  popped  the  corn,  or  cracked  the  nuts,  or  flew  all  over 
town  with  their  little  gilt  tickets,  until  nobody  was  left  in 
doubt  as  to  when  and  where  the  grand  event  of  the  season 
was  to  take  place. 

The  evening  came  at  last,  and  with  it  a  goodly  company 
of  kind  friends  to  enjoy  the  pleasant  sight,  and  to  encour- 
age the  hearts  of  the  young  workers.  Pretty  pen-wipers, 
mats,  and  holders,  the  work  of  small  fingers,  with  other 
articles  for  ornament  and  use,  were  arranged  in  the  most 
attractive  manner;  while  in  an  adjoining  room,  pop-corn, 
peeping  daintily  out  of  gay  paper  boxes,  and  baskets  with 
candy  and  cake  and  other  good  things  in  inviting  profu- 
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sion,  added  their  irresistible  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  children 
and  the  Bible-reader  they  were  trying  to  make  their  own. 

The  Busy  Bees  were  not  disappointed.  One  would  hav*e 
supposed  pop-corn  a  new  delight ;  the  candy  —  home-made 
it  all  was  too  —  a  marvel  of  confectionery;  while  tiny  boot- 
pincushions,  sachets,  and  all  sorts  of  cunning  devices,  found 
no  less  appreciative  and  liberal  purchasers. 

The  end  of  it  all  is,  that,  when  the  evening  closed,  the 
mission-circle  treasury  was  enriched  with  the  sum  of 
twenty  dollars,  which,  with  the  weekly  pledge  of  the  six 
or  eight  little  workers,  will  give  them  the  desired  amount. 

But,  better  than  this,  the  little  effort  thus  made  has 
awakened  m  the  children's  hearts  a  world  of  interest  in 
their  Bible-reader.  They  have  had  to  find  on  the  map  ot 
Turkey  the  exact  town  where  she  lives.  They  wonder 
what  she  is  doing  from  day  to  day  ;  if  she  will  write  them  a 
letter,  and  if  they  may  write  her ;  if  she  knows  how  splen- 
did it  is  to  have  a  pop-corn  festival,  and  have  a  -Bible- 
reader  all  for  her  very  own  ;  and  no  end  of  things  beside, 
that  only  such  funny  little  Busy  Bees  would  ever  think  of. 

But,  better  than  all,  they  are  learning  to  "wrap  their 
pennies  in  their  prayers ;  "  and  every  day  they  have  prom- 
ised to  ask  the  dear  Lord  Jesus  to  bless  and  comfort  their 
Bible-reader,  as  she  does  for  them  their  work  in  bring- 
ing gospel  light  and  joy  to  one  of  the  dark  places  of  earth. 


"A  grain  of  corn  an  infant's  hand 
May  plant  upon  an  inch  of  land, 
"Whence  twenty  stalks  may  spring,  and  yield 
Enough  to  stock  a  little  field  : 
The  harvest  of  that  field  might  then 
Be  multiplied  to  ten  times  ten, 
Which,  sown  thrice  more,  would  furnish  bread 
Wherewith  an  army  might  be  fed." 
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MISSION-CIECLES. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Maine.  —  Ellsworth.  —  "Prayer-Circle  Aux  ,"  $5.45;   "Young  Reap- 
ers," .65. 

New  Hampshire.  —  Exeter.  —  Infant  class  of  boys,  .50. 
Massachusetts.  —  Aubumdale. —  Eddie  M.  Hill,  .42;    Lizzie  C. 
Hill,  .43. 
'Boston.  —  Bessie  B.  Ely.  $6.00. 

South  Boston.  —  "Willing  Workers,"  $10.00;  "Willing  Hands," 
S50.00. 

Brookline.  —  "Buds  of  Promise,"  S5.00 ;  "Violets,"  $3.50;  "Li- 
lies of  the  Valley,"  S5.00;  "Moss  Roses,"  $6.66;  "Cheerful 
Givers,"  $7.15;  " Orioles,"  $5.00 ;  "  Sparrows,"  $5.00 ;  "Excel- 
sior" boys,  $6.55. 

Cambridge,  North.  —  "  Rosebuds,"  $5.00. 

Chelsea. — "Busy-Bee  Mission-Circle,"  $5.00. 

Dorchester.  —  "  Band  of  Faith,"  $5.00. 

Jamaica  Plain.  —  "Buds  of  Promise,"  $2.15;  Infant  class, 
$7.70. 

Medicai/,  West.  —  "  Olive-Piunts,"  $4.00. 

Winchester.  —  "  Seek-and-Save  Society,"  $100.00. 

Worcester.  — "  Seek-and-Save  Society,"  $5.00. 
Ohio.  —  Medina.  —  "  Missionary  Gleaners,"  $3.00. 

Centre  Be) pre'.  —  Union  Centre  S.S.,  $20.00. 
Minnesota.  — Faribault.  —  Lily  L.  Frink,  S3. 25. 

Illinois.  —  Eranston.  —  Sabijath  school,  $42.75  ;  "Little  Towel-Hem- 
mers,"  S7.25. 

Geneseo.  —  "Missionary  Rill,"  $5.00. 

Oak  Park.  —  "  Willing  Workers,"  S12.50. 

Paxton.  —  "  Cheerful  Givers,"  $2.00. 
Wisconsin.  —  Clinton  Junction.  —  Sabbath  school,  $30  00 
Iowa.  —  Muscatine.  —  "  Seeds  of  Mercy,"  $25.00. 
Minnesota.  —  St.  Paul.  —  Presbyterian  Sabbath  school,  $32.50. 


Several  Mission-Circles  have  each  pledged  to  furnish  a 
room  in  our  Constantinople  Home.  Shall  we  not  hear 
from  others  ? 
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ACROSTIC. 

BY  M.  E.  G. 

My  first  knew  the  Scriptures  from  a  child. 

My  second  was  hung  on  a  very  high  gallows. 

My  third  Jesus  calls  easy  when  worn  by  his  disciples. 

My  fourth  was  swallowed  up  by  an  earthquake. 

My  fifth  means  "  the  glory  has  departed." 

My  sixth  was  a  leper. 

My  seventh  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  brimstone. 

My  eighth  was  the  only  sister  of  twelve  brothers. 

My  ninth  was  celebrated  for  its  gold. 

My  tenth  "sat  at  Jesus'  feet,  and  heard  his  word." 

My  eleventh  was  a  noted  mountain. 

My  twelfth  was  poured  upon  the  feet  of  Jesus. 

My  thirteenth  means  "strife." 

My  fourteenth  tempted  her  husband  to  sin. 

My  whole  is  part  of  our  Lord's  prayer. 


ANSWER  TO  ENIGMA. 

"  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner." 

We  have  received  correct  answers  to  the  enigma  in  the  April  nun> 
ber  from  J.  P.,  Manchester,  Mass. ;  R.  B.,  Mankato,  Minn. ;  H.  P.  M., 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  A.  F.  M.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. ;  A.  E.  N.,  Pittsfield, 
Mass. ;  S.  W.,  Waltham,  Mass. ;  J.  M.  H.,  Rutland,  Vt.  A  correct 
reading  of  the  Turkish  Printing  has  also  come  to  us  from  L.  F.  R. 
Menosha,  Wis. 


For  gifts 


